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AESTRACT 



One hundred black children in two all-black 
elementary schools in rural Elorida were taught reading by a method 
described as Differentiated, Oral, visual. Aural, Computerized, 
Kinesthetic (DOVACK) . The children dictated their own stories in 
theii own Afro-American dialect on dictaphone belts. A computer 
furnished printouts of the stories for the children to read. They 
could also hear their own words played back on recordings made by the 
teacher. Each new word a student used was recorded by the computer: 
thus a running record of a child's vocabulary development was 
created. Reading progress was achieved by introducing students to 
standard English usage through composite stories. These were standard 
English versions of the pupil's own dictation and gave him a chance 
to recognize his own words and thoughts in a different context. 
Periodic tests were given to evaluate the students' progress and 
needs. The computer printed out a weekly pupil progress report which 
the teacher used to prescribe corrective steps. Present cost per 
student for the DORVACK approach is $770 above the regular district 
expenditure of $658. Parent support for the program is very good; and 
parents of children not in the program are asking for an expansion of 
the program to include all the children. (ME) 
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LOCALE Jefferson County, Florida, is a poverty-stricken farming area 
of about 10,000 people, 2,000 of whom live in the town of Monti- 
cel lo. The ethnic composition is 68 percent black and 32 percent 
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Foster Grandparent Program, Nashville, Tenn. Community Cooperative Nursery School, 
Hartford Early Childhood Program, Conn. Menlo Park, Calif. 
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